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P0551ble Version 1 (128 wds) :

Personally I like studying in groups. When studying in groups we can learn from each other, share our experience in solving
difficult problems and learn more in less time.

In the past I seldom had the confidence to discuss study topics with my classmates. I also had little enthusiasm for studying
as I found it to be very boring. So I hadn’t made any progress in my study.

However, since I joined a study group | have found that studying becomes more enjoyable. Studying with my classmates, |
am able to learn from others as well as help others. As a result, before long to my surprise my performance in class improved
greatly.

I believe that studying in groups is by far the most effective way to study.

Possible Version 2 (126 wds) :

Personally, I prefer to study alone. 1 find studying alone can help me concentrate on my work. Besides, it is an effective
method.

Each time when I come up with an idea after a long time thinking alone, I feel a great sense of achievement. Studying alone
also allows me to develop independent thinking, which is a very important skill I need. For as I grow older, I must learn to solve
the problems by myself without the help of parents and teachers.

I enjoy my friends’ company, but in group study, I find we spend less time studying and more time playing games and hav-
ing fun.

It is for these reasons that I believe the most effective way to learn new knowledge is studying alone.
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Text 1

W . Mike, what’s the problem? You’ ve known for months that the report is due today.

M: T know, but I’ m afraid T need another few days. The data is harder to interpret than I expected.

Text 2

W. Excuse me, Tony. Has my parcel from New York arrived?

M Unfortunately, it’ s been delayed due to the bad weather.

Text 3

W Pam said we won’t have the English test until the end of next week.

M. Ellen, you should know better than to take Pam’ s words for anything.

Text 4

W . What are you doing in here, Sir? Didn’t you see the private sign over there?

M: I’ m sorry. I didn’t notice it when I came in. I’ m looking for the manager’s office.

Text 5

M. How soon do you think this can be cleaned?

W. We have same day service, sir. You can pick up your suit after five o’ clock.

Text 6

M. My son has been two years old, and there are many ideas about whether I should let him brush his teeth. Can you give me
some advice, Mrs. Green?

W Start cleaning your baby’ s teeth twice a day as soon as the first tooth appears. Until your child is 1 year old, you can use a
wet washcloth to clean your baby’ s teeth and gums. At about 1 year to 18 months of age, you should start using a soft tooth-
brush and a small bit of toothpaste that is fit for the children.

M. Thanks a lot! I should have asked you earlier for some advice about this problem.

Text 7

M. Hi, Jane. I heard you’ ve found your long lost friend on the Internet. Is it right?

W. Yes, that’s true! Ring was my flat mate when we attended Beijing University together. We lost touch six years ago after I
moved to Guangzhou.

M. What made you recall her?
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W One day I met a friend who reminded me of her. So I tried to get in touch with some mutual friends all over China, but had

no luck to find any one of them.

=

: Then you try to find her online.

W I discovered an Internet “classmate finder” that tracks classmates for free. Within seconds, classmate. chinaren. com came
up with Ring’ s name and e-mail address. T was so excited when her e-mail arrived.

M. Congratulations! Internet is really a good place.

Text 8

: So what are you going to do this summer?

: I’ m going to visit South America.

. Great!

: I’ m going to be traveling around quite a lot and I’ 1l probably spend three weeks there.

: So where are you going?

: To start off, I’ m going to fly to Rio and perhaps I’ 1l stay there for a few days.

: Do you know anyone there?

: No, but I’ ve always wanted to go to Rio. It’s quite a place of interest. And I’ 1l probably to up the Sugar Loaf Mountain.

: And where are you going after that?

===z=3z2=22=2%2=

: I’ m going to fly to Santiago in Chile, where I’ ve some friends. We’ 1l probably spend some time doing some sightseeing and
then we’ re going to lie on the beach for a few days in Valparaiso, which is not far away from Santiago. Then I’ m flying to Li-
ma where I’ m going to meet my girlfriend.

: Then you will have a good time together.

= =

: Yes. We’ll probably go somewhere else. T don’t know where yet, but I’ d like to spend a week in the jungle. Then we’ 1l
probably fly home.

W. Well, have a nice time.

Text 9

: When I say I live in Sweden, people always want to know about the seasons.

. The seasons?

: Yeah, you know how cold it is in winter? What is it like when the days are so short?

. So what is it like?

=E====

: Well, it is cold, very cold in winter, sometimes as cold as 26 degrees below centigrade. And of course when you go out,
you’ Il wrap up warm. But inside in the houses it’ s always very warm, much warmer than at home. Swedish people always
complain that when they visit England, the houses are cold even in the good winter.

. And what about the darkness?

: Well, yeah, around Christmas time there’ s only one hour of daylight, so you really look forward to the spring. It is sometimes

= =

a bit depressing. But you see the summers are amazing, from May to July in the North of Sweden the sun never sets. Tt’ s still
light at midnight. You can walk in the mountains and read a newspaper.

W. Oh, yeah, the land of the midnight sun.

: That’ s right, but it’ s wonderful. You won’ t stay up all night. And the Swedes makes most of it often they started work earli-

=

er in summer and then leave at about two or three in the afternoon, so that they can really enjoy the long summer evenings.
They’ d like to work hard, but play hard, too. T think Londoners work longer hours, but I’ m not sure this is a good thing.
Text 10

M. Bill is my friend. We once shared a renting apartment at college. Living with Bill was fun. We soon found out that we
had a lot in common and quickly became close friends. We always had really good discussions about everything: politics, envi-
ronment, literature, music, and even cooking. But we fell out a couple of times about the housework. Bill asked me to be much
tidier, while T thought life’ s too short to worry about things like that.

When we graduated three years ago, we went our separate ways and since then our lives have been very different. I went
back to my hometown and got a job as a production assistant for art exhibitions. T like my job because I’ m helping young people
to get involved in the arts. I’ m not earning very much, but I get a lot of personal satisfaction from my job. Bill stayed in New
York and got a job in a big company. He is earning a lot of money, but he doesn’t seem me very often now. When he comes

down for the weekend, we have a laugh, for our lifestyles are so different now that we don’t have much to talk about.
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